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Industrialization & Immigration: Where Do You Stand? 
 

1. Do you think human nature is basically good or bad?  Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Who do you think should own businesses/factories – the government or private individuals? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Do you think workers could and should run factories without bosses? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Do you think people’s incomes should be roughly equal, even if some people have different abilities, or 
do you think big differences in income should be allowed? (FYI: Currently the top 10% of wage earners 
make more than 50% of the nation’s wealth each year. Do you feel this is right?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Do you think everyone, rich or poor, should have the right to decent educational opportunities, food, 
housing, a job, and medical care? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Do you feel that competition in business is good for consumers? How so? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What do you think? Business is just like nature: the strongest are the ones who will thrive and who deserve to 
survive.  Big businesses like Wal-Mart, Target, Apple deserve to survive while smaller, locally owned businesses are 
weak and therefore destined to fail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Do you think poor people are poor because they are lazy and don’t make sufficient effort? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Do you think that wealth is a reflection of a person’s abilities and effort in life?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Do you think the wealthy have any responsibility to give back to society and to help those who are less 
well-off? 
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Some Definitions 
 

1. What do you think is meant by capitalism? 
 
 

 

 

2. What is meant by communism? 

 

 

 

3. What is meant by socialism? 
 
 
 

 

4. What is meant by anarchism? 

 

 

 

 

 

Laissez-Faire: “hands off” approach to the economy by the government 

“Every person is a much better judge of what is good for him than any President, governor or Congressman.  When the government starts telling 
people what they should do with their money, they are telling people how to mind their own business.  This will make a bigger mess than that 
which they tried to correct.” (Adam Smith) 

Meaning? ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Social Darwinism: 

“The bright and able contribute most to society, and so are to be encouraged and rewarded.  The poor, the weak, and the handicapped demand 
more than they contribute, and so should not be supported but rather allowed to die a natural death.” (Cavanagh, “American Business Values 
in Transition”) 
 

Meaning?  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Origins of the theory: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Is the idea of “survival of the fittest” fair to all involved?  Do some people have a decided advantage in life? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
 
 
 
Gospel of Wealth 
 
“The duty of the man of wealth…” is to “consider all surplus revenues which come to him simply as trust funds, which he is called upon as a 
matter of duty to administer in the manner which, in his judgment, is best calculated to produce the most beneficial results for the community…”  
(Andrew Carnegie, “Wealth,” 1889) 
 

Meaning?  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


