
Research Paper 
Assignment 

How do I get 
started?What is it? 



What’s the assignment?

● You are going to be writing a 4-8 page research paper on a topic of  your choice.
● This is your chance to dig into a topic you’re already familiar with and learn 

more or to learn something totally new about a topic you may have heard of  or 
wondered about.

● Over the course of  the next 2(ish) months, you’ll do research on the topic, 
organize your notes into an outline and then write a paper on this topic. 

● There will be a handful of  smaller steps along the way to help 
A) make sure you don’t leave it all to the last minute and 
B) to help you successfully break down what’s a pretty big assignment into something that 
feels much more manageable.



Choosing a topic
Where should you start? 

1. Think about what you enjoy doing for fun & use that to guide your selection.

2. Talk with your family, friends or adults in your life – they might have some ideas. 

3. Think about how you learn best. 
o If  you are a visual learner, try to choose a topic where your resources are more likely to be visual. 

o If  reading is more of  a struggle, consider topics that have a lot of  audio-visual resources. If  you 
choose to write about a tv show or film for instance, your primary research will involve watching 
the show or movie. If  you’re writing about music, you’re going to have to listen to the music, listen 
to interviews with your musician, etc. as evidence. 

o Regardless of  what topic you choose, you WILL have to look at some print sources but there is 
room for research outside of  text sources and even more so depending on the topic you choose. 
Keep in mind that there are many great podcasts & films/documentaries on pop culture topics.



Reviewing the assignment
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Choosing a topic

Read over the topic ideas for inspiration. (Posted in Google Classroom) 

You don’t have to choose off  of  the list but it may spark some ideas for you. If  you don’t know what 
something is, Google it!  



Choosing a topic (cont.)

For instance, if  I were going to do this assignment, I’d 
think about my own interests…

● the kinds of  tv shows I like to watch - maybe there’s a way I 
could look at one of  my favorite shows?

● the sports I follow - maybe I could look into famous athletes 
or moments in sports history or think about the history of  
how these sports have changed over time?

● music I listen to or that my parents always talk about/play - 
maybe I could look at how a certain artist’s music talks about 
issues, think about how a type of  music related to a period 
of  time, etc.?

● who are some of  the interesting people I’ve heard about and 
maybe want to know more about?



Narrowing your topic down

Some things to keep in mind:

● This is not a report. You aren’t just laying out a bunch of  facts and calling it a day. 

● This is an analytical paper so you will need to make an argument about your topic.

● You DON’T need to know the exact question you’re going to answer to start but 
you DO need to start thinking about some of  the different subtopics or 
connections you could look into with your topic.

What am I going 
to write about 

this topic? What’s 
my question? 

Am I writing a 
summary about 

something or making 
an argument?



Getting started - NOTES
● Once you’ve chosen a topic, open the note sheet assigned to you in Google Classroom. That 

document will be where you take down all your notes and keep track of  sources.

● At the top of  the note sheet, fill in your broad topic.

● The current area of  focus can EITHER be one specific thing (if  you already know exactly what 
you want to look at about your topic) OR a bulleted list of  ideas of  different things you could 
possibly focus on for your paper.

● You do NOT need to touch central question or tentative thesis week 1. We will work on that in 
class together in week 2.



Getting started - NOTES
● Look over the instructions 

on the note sheet before you 
start.
○ Formatting
○ Sources 
○ Paraphrasing & quotes

● Start taking your notes on the 
bottom half  of  the page. 
○ First, write the source 

info
○ Then take down your 

notes on the source in 
bullets (save full 
sentences for quotes 
only)



Finding sources

You can either start with Google (remember the 
keyword search tips we talked about) OR the library 
databases.

● The library databases are listed on the resource 
page the librarians made for us. It’s linked to the 
assignment in Google Classroom. Remember, 
databases are already vetted for you

● If  you use Google, you should be assessing the 
source for its use/reliability 

You will ultimately need a minimum of  6 sources. 



Note-taking
Writing a research paper and all that goes into it can feel overwhelming. At its base though, what I’m asking you to 
do to start is this:

1. Find ONE article/source. 

2. EITHER 
a. Print it, then read it & highlight information that seems important. Open your notes document and, 

in bulleted form, write down the highlighted info in your notes (in your own words.)
OR

b. Read a paragraph, think about what information is most important and then take down the most 
important info in your notes (in your own words.)

3. Add the URL or source info to the notes right next to (not at the bottom of  ) your notes on the source.

4. Repeat those steps with another article.

Goal for our in-class work days: find 1 source in class each day, read it and take notes.



Originality (aka making sure everything that’s in your notes is actually your own work…)

If  you have run into issues in the past with putting notes into your own words, there are 3 
websites linked to the “Originality checking” post. Each will allow you to copy/paste in a 
section of  your notes to see if  it gets flagged for plagiarism. It’s not foolproof  but it at least 
gives you a way to check before you turn it in.



Overview of  our timeline
December - January (S1)

Step 1: Research

● Find background sources (using databases, web, 
books, etc.) to get a general sense of  your topic 
& the time period surrounding it.

● Start taking notes 

● Complete central question, thesis, research 
question handout - 10 POINTS

● Find MORE sources (using databases, web, 
books, etc.)

● Take MORE notes (in your own words) 
● Complete halfway note check (3 p., bulleted, 1.5 

spacing, 12pt Times New Roman) - 15 POINTS

● Find MORE sources and take MORE notes & 
complete final note check (total of  6+ p.)- 15 
POINTS

January - February (S2)   

Step 2: Outlining
● Start to organize your notes - think about how you 

want to map out your paragraphs & complete initial 
outline  - 10 POINTS

● Write first draft of  your intro paragraph & complete 
detailed outline - 40 POINTS

Step 3: Editing
● Based on Ms. Shen’s feedback on your intro/outline, 

decide if  you want to:
A. Edit & resubmit for additional feedback 

OR 
B. Start writing the paper.

March (S2)   

Step 4: Writing
● Start a draft of  your paper.
● Finish your draft & do a first round edit to your 

paper yourself. Also ask someone else to edit your 
paper. 

● Read over the research paper requirements one 
more time. Make sure you’ve followed them.

● BE PROUD OF YOURSELF! 




