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2018 Midterm Elections 
 
What are midterm elections? (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZy8CACTFOQ)  

 
 
How is turnout typically in midterm elections? 
 
 
 
 
Why do/can midterm elections matter? What impact do the results have?  
 
 
 
 
 
Why are the 2018 midterms news?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZy8CACTFOQ


What are MA residents voting on when they 
go to the polls this Nov. 6th?  

→  →  →  →  →  →  →  → 
 
Federal Elections 

● Senate 
○ Elizabeth Warren - D (incumbent) 
○ Geoff Diehl - R 
○ Shiva Ayyadurai - I 

● House of Representatives 
○ Lincoln, all and Sudbury’s precinct 1, 2, 3 4 and 5:  

■ Katherine Clark - D (incumbent) v. John 
Hugo - R  

○ Sudbury, precinct 1A:  
■ Rick Green - R v. Lori Louriero Trahan - D v. Michael Mullin - I  

○ Boston:  
■ Ayanna Pressley - D  

 
State Elections (a few of the many...) 

● Governor & Lt. Governor 
○ Charlie Baker & Karyn Polito - R 

(incumbent) 
○ Jay Gonzalez & Quentin Palfrey - D 

● Attorney General 
○ Maura Healey - D (incumbent) 
○ James McMahon - R 

● Sec. of State 
○ William Galvin - D (incumbent) 
○ Anthony Amore - R 
○ Juan Sanchez - Green-Rainbow 

 
 

 
3 state Ballot Questions (see attached) 
Sudbury has 2 additional local ballot questions:  

Question 4: Fairbanks Community Center design funds 
Question 5: Broadacres Farm acquisition  

 
Brief history of the ballot initiative (Thank you, Progressive Era!) 
Currently, 26 states, as well as Washington, D.C., offer initiative and/or veto referendum rights for their 
citizens. Initiatives and referenda are examples of direct democracy, and were reforms that emerged from 
the Progressive Era. These forms of ballot measures are an alternative to laws written/enacted by elected 
representatives, and sometimes act as a direct check on state legislatures. This is just another form of the 
checks and balances of republican government.  

● An initiative process allows citizens to propose or initiate a statute or constitutional amendment. 
Citizens initiating such legislation are known as the measure's proponents. 

● The referendum process allows citizens to refer a statute passed by the legislature to the ballot so 
that voters can enact or repeal the measure. Once enough signatures are gathered on petitions, the 
law is stopped from going into effect until the voters have decided the question. 

 
Read on for Massachusett’s 2018 Ballot Initiatives... 
If you have more questions about the 2018 elections, check out: 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/02/us/politics/2018-midterm-election-guide.html?modul
e=inline  

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/02/us/politics/2018-midterm-election-guide.html?module=inline
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/02/us/politics/2018-midterm-election-guide.html?module=inline


Massachusetts Question 1, the Nurse-Patient Assignment Limits Initiative, is on the ballot in 
Massachusetts as an indirect initiated state statute on November 6, 2018. 

● A yes vote supports establishing patient assignment limits for registered nurses working in 
hospitals. 

● A no vote opposes this initiative to establish patient assignment limits for registered nurses 
working in hospitals, thereby leaving the existing laws and rules in place. 

 



Massachusetts Question 2, an initiative to create an advisory commission for amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution regarding corporate personhood and political spending, is on the ballot in Massachusetts as 
an indirect initiated state statute on November 6, 2018. 

● A yes vote is a vote in favor of establishing a 15-member citizens' commission to advocate for 
certain amendments to the United States Constitution regarding political spending and corporate 
personhood. 

● A no vote is a vote against creating a 15-member citizens' commission to advocate for certain 
amendments to the United States Constitution regarding political spending and corporate 
personhood. 

 

https://ballotpedia.org/Massachusetts_2018_ballot_measures
https://ballotpedia.org/Massachusetts
https://ballotpedia.org/Indirect_initiated_state_statute
https://ballotpedia.org/Massachusetts_2018_ballot_measures
https://ballotpedia.org/United_States_Constitution


Massachusetts Question 3, Gender Identity Anti-Discrimination Veto Referendum, is on the ballot in 
Massachusetts as a veto referendum on November 6, 2018. 

● A "yes" vote supports upholding Senate Bill 2407, a bill to prohibit discrimination based on 
gender identity in public places—such as hotels, restaurants, and stores. 

● A "no" vote opposes SB 2407 and repeals the law designed to prohibit discrimination based on 
gender identity in public places—such as hotels, restaurants, and stores. 

 

 

https://ballotpedia.org/Massachusetts_2018_ballot_measures
https://ballotpedia.org/Massachusetts
https://ballotpedia.org/Veto_referendum
https://ballotpedia.org/Massachusetts_2018_ballot_measures

